Public Announcement about Exterior Elevated Elements (E3)

To property owner(s):

California passed Senate Bill SB-721 (2018) which requires the regular inspection and necessary repair of balconies, decks, stairs and walkways that rely on wood structural support. These are collectively known as exterior elevated elements (EEE). Senate Bill SB-326 (2019) applied this requirement to buildings with homeowner/condominium associations (HOA). And Assembly Bill, AB-2579 extended the inspection deadline by one year to January 1, 2026. These bills were initiated in response to the tragic balcony collapse in Berkeley, California in June 2015, which resulted in six fatalities. The collapse was found to be caused by wood decay (rot) of the structural wood framing supporting the balcony.

To determine whether your building requires EEE inspection:

· Building has three or more dwelling units.
· Building has exterior balconies, decks, porches, stairways, walkways, entry structures, or other exterior elements with walking surfaces.
· Exterior elements rely substantially on wood or wood-based products for structural support or stability.
· Walking surfaces are more than six feet above ground level.

Yes. If you answered “Yes” to all of the items above, then your building has elements within the scope of SB-721. And you do require E3 inspection.

No. If you answered “No” to any of the items above, then your building does not have elements within the scope of SB-721. And E3 inspection is not required.
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