COUNTY OF SUTTER

Voter Information Pamphlet

Tuesday, August 4, 2026 - Election Office will be open from 7am - 8pm.

Voters with disabilities or anyone wishing to use the ballot marking device may
visit the Sutter County Elections Office.
You can also track your mail ballot every step of the way!

You will know when it is mailed, received, and counted by the Registrar of Voters.
All you need to do is sign up for Where’s My Ballot? at wheresmyballot.sos.ca.gov.

Compiled and Distributed by Sutter County Elections

1435 Veterans Memorial Circle
Yuba City, CA 95993
Office: 530-822-7122 Fax: 530-822-7587
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Voting Instructions — Paper Ballot

MAIL

&

Mark your ballot
Use a blue or black ink pen to mark your ballot. NO RED ink, pencil or felt pen. Completely
fill in the oval to the left of the measure you wish to vote for.

— Voting for more than allowed for a contest is an over vote and that contest
1| will not be counted.

Do not sign your name, write your initials, or write any other words/marks on your
voted ballot.

Check your ballot carefully
Made a mistake? To get a replacement, you can:

@ Email your request to elections@co.sutter.ca.us, or:
ﬂ Request a replacement ballot by phone - call 530-822-7122, or:

Visit the Elections Office at 1435 Veterans Memorial Circle, Yuba City, CA
95993.

Cast your ballot
Place your voted ballot inside the blue return envelope. Sign your name, write your
residence address in the spaces provided, and seal.

Return it by:

Dropping your ballot off at the Elections Office Monday - Friday,
7:00am - 3:30pm, and Election Day 7:00am -8:00pm, or:

@ Mailing your ballot early. We recommend mailing your ballot back early to
avoid any possible postal delays.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT AREA “F”
FULL TEXT OF MEASURE F

The County Service Area F Fire Protection and Emergency Response Services Funding Initiative

Initiative Measure to be Submitted Directly to the Voters of County Service Area F (CSA-F), Sutter
County, California

SECTION 1. TITLE
This measure shall be known and may be cited as the CSA-F Fire Protection Funding Act of 2026.

SECTION 2. FINDINGS AND DECLARATIONS

1. Fire protection and emergency response services are essential to the safety, health, and
welfare of the community.

2. CSA-F currently has one of the lowest per-parcel fire funding rates in California, leaving the
area vulnerable to inadequate staffing, outdated equipment, and slower emergency response
times.

3. Rising costs for personnel, equipment, and training have outpaced existing revenues.

4. Without a dedicated, sustainable source of funding, CSA-F’s ability to respond to emergencies,
wildfires, medical incidents, and natural disasters will be severely compromised.

5. To address these challenges, the People of CSA-F propose a stable, voter-approved parcel
assessment dedicated solely to maintaining and improving local fire and emergency response
services.

SECTION 3. PURPOSE AND INTENT

e Provide consistent, reliable funding for local fire and emergency services.

e Ensure that every parcel contributes fairly based on its service demand.

e Preserve and improve response times, staffing, and equipment readiness.

e All Funds raised by this special tax will be deposited and kept in Service Area F and not used
for the county general fund.

e Allow for annual adjustments tied to inflation, not to exceed the lower of 3% or the Consumer
Price Index for the San Francisco Bay Area.

e Remove and replace current fire tax measure.

SECTION 4. DEFINITIONS

For purposes of this measure, “Parcel Type” classifications shall be as defined by the Sutter County
Assessor’s Office and consistent with existing CSA-F parcel designation records.

SECTION 5. ANNUAL ASSESSMENT

A. Assessment Amounts: Beginning in Fiscal Year 2026-27, each parcel in CSA-F shall be assessed
annually according to the following schedule:

Parcel Type Description ﬁgg:saslm ent
Residential Single-family homes, mobile homes, condos, rural homes | $512.24
Agricultural Orchards, grazing land, duck clubs, open farmland $256.12
Commercial/Industrial | Apartments, commercial or industrial buildings $1,024.49
Churches/Cemeteries | Religious institutions, cemeteries, nonprofit properties $512.24
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B. Inflation Adjustment: The assessment may be increased annually by the Board of Supervisors by
an amount not to exceed the lower of 3% or the CPI for the San Francisco Bay Area.

SECTION 6. USE OF FUNDS

e Staffing of firefighters and emergency medical personnel.

e Purchase, maintenance, and replacement of fire apparatus, rescue vehicles, and equipment.
e Fire station maintenance and improvements.

e Training and safety programs.

SECTION 7. ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY
An annual independent audit shall be conducted and made available to the public.
A Citizen Oversight Committee shall review expenditures to ensure compliance with this measure.

SECTION 8. SEVERABILITY

If any provision of this measure is held invalid, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force
and effect.

SECTION 9. ELECTION

This measure shall be submitted to the registered voters of CSA-F at the next available general
election or a special election called for that purpose, in accordance with the California Elections
Code.
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Appendix: Detailed Assessment Breakdown by Parcel Classification

Parcel Classification E?)Lcrftl Parcel Type Updated Rate | Updated Revenue

Dry Farming/Grazing Land | 127 Agricultural $256.12 $32527.24

Duck Club 43 Agricultural $256.12 $11013.16

OPEN LAND GT 15 i

-w Imp/No SFR 439 Agricultural $256.12 $112436.68

ORCHARD OVER 15 i

W/(5+) SFR 171 Agricultural $256.12 $43796.52

ORCHARD OVER 15 )

-w Imp/No SFR 48 Agricultural $256.12 $12293.76

Orchard/Farming -

<10ac with or w/o Misc. 164 Agricultural $256.12 $42003.68

Improvements

Orchard/Farming - )

—~10aC w/2-4 SFR 36 Agricultural $256.12 $9220.32

Orchard/Farming -

=>10ac with or w/o Misc. | 927 Agricultural $256.12 $237423.24

Improvements

Cemetery or Mausoleum 15 Churches/Cemeteries | $512.24 $7683.60

Churches & Temples 11 Churches/Cemeteries | $512.24 $5634.64

Apartment Complex 114 Commercial/Industrial | $1024.49 $116791.86

Commercial - Improved 78 Commercial/Industrial | $1024.49 $79910.22

Industrial - Improved 68 Commercial/Industrial | $1024.49 $69665.32

Multiple Res. - 2-4 Units 129 Commercial/Industrial | $1024.49 $132159.21

Multiple Res. - 5+ Units 5 Commercial/Industrial | $1024.49 $5122.45

Vacant Land - Commercial | 11 Commercial/Industrial | $1024.49 $11269.39

Vacant Land - Industrial 7 Commercial/Industrial | $1024.49 $7171.43

Vacant Land - MFR 2 Commercial/Industrial | $1024.49 $2048.98

Condominium 1 Residential $512.24 $512.24

HOMESITE < 15 N

-w/impr/No SFR 6 Residential $512.24 $3073.44

HOMESITE UNDER 15 N

W/(5 )SFR 5 Residential $512.24 $2561.20

MH - Licensed 10 Residential $512.24 $5122.40

MH - On Land owned by R

MH Owner 2 Residential $512.24 $1024.48
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Wi~ on.a Permanent 1 Residential $512.24 $512.24
\(,)V'j(ﬁ'\)' el 1 Residential $512.24 $512.24
) 1 Residential $512.24 $512.24
Orehard/Farming - 326 | Residential $512.24 $166990.24
Rural - <10ac w/1 SFR 570 Residential $512.24 $291976.80
Rural - <10ac w/2-4 SFRs | 40 Residential $512.24 $20489.60
Rural - => 10ac w/1 SFR | 126 Residential $512.24 $64542.24
Rural Mixed Use 1 Residential $512.24 $512.24
SFR w/ADU 3 Residential $512.24 $1536.72
Single Family Residence 1835 Residential $512.24 $939960.40
Vacant Land - SFR 119 Residential $512.24 $60956.56
Vacant Land - Zoned
Residential w/Misc. 2 Residential $512.24 $1024.48
Improvements
Common Area - HOA 1 nan $0.00 $0.00
Government Non-Taxable | 177 nan $0.00 $0.00
Government Taxable 16 nan $0.00 $0.00
Water Company 17 nan $0.00 $0.00
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IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE “F”

Measure F was placed on the ballot by an initiative petition called the “Voter Initiative to Replace the
1997 Special Parcel Tax in County Service Area F,” which collected the required number of voter
signatures and was certified by the Sutter County Clerk-Recorder in April 2026.

The Sutter County Board of Supervisors established County Service Area “F” (CSA-F) in 1996 to
provide fire suppression and prevention, rescue, and hazardous materials response services within
a specific area of the County. This CSA, like all CSAs, raises revenue from residents and property
owners in a specific area to fund additional services in that area.

In 1997, the Sutter County Board of Supervisors placed a special tax initiative measure on the ballot
to levy annual assessments against parcels in CSA-F. Assessment rates are between 1 and 2.75
cents per square foot of structure and 2 cents per dry pasture acre. These rates are not subject to
adjustment for inflation. The voters of CSA-F passed that measure, and it remains in effect today.

Measure F seeks to repeal the per square foot annual special tax rate established by the 1997
measure and replace it with a flat rate based on the parcel type. The measure proposes that each
parcel in CSA-F will be annually assessed the following special tax:

Residential Single-family homes, mobile homes, condos, rural homes | $§ 512.24
Agricultural Orchards, grazing land, duck clubs, open farmland $ 256.12
Commercial/Industrial | Apartments, commercial or industrial buildings $1,024.49
Churches/Cemeteries | Religious institutions, cemeteries, nonprofit properties $ 512.24

These amounts may be increased annually by the Board of Supervisors by an amount not-to-
exceed the lower of 3% or the CPI for the San Francisco Bay Area.

If approved, it is estimated that Measure F will raise an additional $2,208,322.91 (net of
$2,499,991.46 less repeal of the 1997 per square foot annual special rate tax of $291,665.55)
annually for the specific purposes described below. The tax would begin in fiscal year 2026-27 and
continue until repealed by the voters.

Funds generated by this special tax would be used for: 1) staffing of firefighters and emergency
medical personnel in CSA-F; 2) purchase, maintenance, and replacement of fire apparatus, rescue
vehicles, and equipment in CSA-F; 3) fire station maintenance and improvements in CSA-F; and 4)
training and safety programs for CSA-F.

The measure requires an annual independent audit to be made available to the public as well as
review by a Citizen Oversite Committee of expenditures to ensure compliance with the measure.

A“Yes” vote on Measure F approves repeal of the per square foot annual special tax rate established
by the 1997 measure and the replacement of it with a flat rate based on the parcel type.

A “No” vote on Measure F disapproves repeal of the per square foot annual special tax rate
established by the 1997 measure and the replacement of it with a flat rate based on the parcel
type.

A special tax placed on the ballot by a citizen initiative measure requires only a majority vote for
approval.

DATE: May 1,2026
WILLIAM J. VANASEK, SUTTER COUNTY COUNSEL

051M505



ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE F

Our community relies on fast, reliable fire and emergency medical response. As our area grows,
call volume is increasing while funding has not kept pace. Without stable dedicated funding,
maintaining adequate fire protection becomes more difficult.

Measure F provides a local, reliable funding source specifically for fire protection services within
our community. Funds from Measure F cannot be used for the County’s General Fund and can only
be used for fire department services. These funds stay local to support the safety of our residents.

Measure F will help:

e Maintain and improve emergency response times

e Ensure fire engines are staffed with at least two firefighters
e Support recruitment and retention of qualified personnel

e Maintain and replace essential fire equipment and apparatus

This measure is about protecting the level of service our community depends on every day.
Whether it's a medical emergency, house fire, traffic collision, or wildfire, having properly staffed
and equipped firefighters can make the difference when seconds count.

All funds are dedicated to fire protection and subject to local oversight, ensuring transparency and
accountability.

A YES vote on Measure F is a vote to protect our community’s safety, maintain reliable emergency
response, and make sure that help is available when you need it most.

Brandon McReynolds, President Sutter County Professional Firefighters
Heather Azevedo

Josh Abken

Joan Shalowitz, Sutter County Fire Chief Ret.
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REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT FOR MEASURE F

Property owners in Fire District F already pay the standard 1% property tax plus an extra flat fee
for fire services. Adding more taxes on Zone F is unfair, since every other fire zone in the county is
fully funded by the 1% tax alone.

Flat-rate taxes charge the same fixed fee no matter the property’s size or value, creating serious
inequities. For example, a very large commercial building would pay the same tax as a small vacant
lot.

Taxing Fire Zone F residents to fund emergency services for Highways 99 and 20 is fundamentally
unjust because many crashes are caused by out-of-area drivers. Forcing a handful of local families
to finance regional highway emergencies places an unfair financial burden on Zone F alone.

Zone F has seen very little growth, with its population increasing by only around 50 people since
2010.*

Both LAFCO and the Sutter County Grand Jury suggest consolidating fire zones for greater
efficiency.**

Additionally, LAFCO’s review confirms that CSA F already has the financial ability to serve its
existing residents.* Cite sources:

* https://www.sutterlafco.org/msr-and-soi-reports pages 152-176

** hitps://www.sutter.courts.ca.gov/system/files/general/2021-22-scgi-finalreport.pdf page 17

Questions also remain about the proposed oversight committee: Are members elected? Who
appoints them? How can citizens remove them?

In short, this extreme tax increase is unfair and unsustainable when better alternatives like
consolidation exist.

Sarah Donighi
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ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE F

To Whom It May Concern,
| am writing to formally express opposition to Measure F based on the following concerns:

Inequitable Tax Structure: The proposed tax does not account for the size or value of a parcel. This
results in an unfair distribution of costs, as a large-scale commercial facility would be assessed
at the same rate as a small business, despite the significant difference in the resources required
to protect each property. One landowner could have their land broken into many parcels and then
would be subject to the tax per parcel. This is not a fair process.

Taxation of Religious Institutions: The measure applies taxes to churches, which we believe is
inappropriate.

Economic Burden: Residents across California have recently faced substantial increases in
insurance premiums. Adding further tax burdens is not sustainable for the rural community
currently. A very large percentage of the people in Fire Zone F have low and fixed incomes.

Alternative Funding Models: We believe that fire departments within Zone F could be funded through
a county-wide sales tax initiative rather than through increased property taxes. An expanded Sutter
County budget would allow for adequate funding, allowing for the absorption of all the special fire
districts, therefore all fire departments could be funded without altering current property tax rates.
There is a better long sustainable way.

For these reasons, | do not support the passage of Measure F.
Best regards,
Sarah Donighi
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REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE F

The argument against Measure F ignores the reality of how emergency services are funded and
delivered in CSA-F.

First, the current funding system is outdated and no longer sustainable. Emergency calls, staffing
costs, equipment costs, insurance requirements, and operational expenses have all increased
dramatically over the last several decades, while CSA-F’s dedicated fire tax has remained largely
unchanged since 1997. A 2012 Sutter County Grand Jury report already warned about unstable
fire funding, understaffing, and long-term sustainability issues, yet little was done to correct the
problem at that time.

Second, fire and EMS services respond to everyone equally regardless of property size, income,
or ownership type. Firefighters do not ask how large a home, business, church, or parcel is before
responding to fires, medical emergencies, vehicle accidents, or vegetation fires.

Third, the suggestion that CSA-F can simply be funded through the County General Fund or a
countywide sales tax is misleading. County officials have repeatedly stated that the County does not
have sufficient unrestricted General Fund revenue available to sustainably fund CSA-F operations.
In addition, special taxes approved by voters for fire protection legally must be used only for that
purpose.

Finally, without stable local funding, the consequences are real: staffing shortages, increased
reliance on mandatory overtime, reduced service levels, potential station brownouts, slower
response times, and increased pressure on homeowners’ insurance availability and rates.

Measure F is about maintaining emergency fire and medical services for the residents, businesses,
farms, and communities that rely on them every day.

For these reasons, voters should support Measure F.
Brandon McReynolds

President

Sutter County Professional Firefighters’ association
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Review your ballot early

- Vote your ballot by
% filling in the ovals
« Maoke sure your
envelope has your name
on it (not someone else
in the household)
- Sign your own envelope

- Write your residence
address

Signatures are verified with
your voter registration card

and must match.
*
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